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1. BJORNERSTEDT, DIRECTOR OE DISARMAMENT DIVISION IN UN 
SECRETARIAT, TOLD MISOEF JAN 30 THAT SECRETARIAT NOW THINKING 
OE 16 RATHER THAN 15 EXPERTS FOR ROB STUDY IN ORDER TO PERMIT 
ADDITIONAL PLACE FOR WEO. HE SAID IT IS DOUBTFUL MORE COULD BE 
ACCOMMODATED BECAUSE ORIGINAL EINANCIAL ESTIMATE OE $153,000 
EOR STUDY WAS CUT TO $120,000 BY ACABQ. DECISION TO OPEN THE DOOR 
TO ANOTHER WEO EXPERT WAS MADE ALTER CHAIRMAN OE WEO REGIONAL 
GROUP MADE DEMARCHE TO SECRETARIAT. ITALY AND BELGIUM ARE 
UNDERSTOOD BY BJORNERSTEDT TO HAVE SOME INTEREST. 

2. BJORNERSTEDT ALSO SAID DIEFICULTY IN GETTING GROUP CONSTITUTED 
HAS NOW CAUSED FURTHER POSTPONEMENT OE STARTING DATE OF FIRST 
MEETING TO EEB 19. APART PROM PACT THAT UK, US, FRANCE AND JAPAN 
HAVE NOT GIVEN OPPICIAL REPLIES YET TO UN INVITATION, NO LATIN 
AMERICAN COUNTRY IS EVEN BEING THOUGHT OP TO REPLACE BRAZIL 
(BARBADOS AS REGIONAL GROUP CHAIRMAN WAS APPROACHED FOR IDEAS), 
EGYPT HAS ONLY PROMISED TO LOOK INTO THE POSSIBILITY OF SENDING 
AN EXPERT AND NO ANSWER IS EXPECTED EOR TEN DAYS, IRAN HAS 
DECLINED AND THERE IS NO ASIAN SUBSTITUTE EOR IT AS YET. ONLY 
CERTAIN PARTICIPANTS ARE USSR, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, YUGOSLAVIA, INDIA, 
ETHIOPIA, NIGERIA, SWEDEN, AND MEXICO. 

3. BJORNERSTEDT SAID FEB 19 DATE IS ALREADY ADDING TO PROJECTED 
EXPENSES BECAUSE OUTSIDE INTERPRETERS WILL HAVE TO BE HIRED, AND 
ANY FURTHER DELAY WILL BE ADMINISTRATIVELY DIFPICULT. 

4. AS REPORTED IN REPTEL, PRANCE HAS DECIDED TO REJECT 
INVITATION. INSTRUCTIONS REACHED PRENCH MISSION HERE JAN 28. 
MISSION WAS ASKED TO CONCERT WITH US AND UK IN TIMING RESPONSE 
AND IS PRESUMABLY WAITING FOR FINAL DECISION PROM LONDON AND 
WASHINGTON BEPORE COMMUNICATING WITH SECRETARIAT. 
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